Liberty and  Freedom

Crusoe, alone upon an unpeopled island. Where people
live within the range of one another the freedom of each
must be limited by the freedom of others, so that the
formula of individual freedom is this: that each indi-
vidual is free to do and live as he pleases in so far as he
does not interfere with the corresponding freedom of
other individuals.

So speaking we regard the individual as an independent
unit; the moment, however, he becomes a member of a
crowd new limitations to his freedom occur. For every
crowd limits and must limit the freedom of its members
and not'merely their freedom of action, but, what is far
more serious, their freedom of thought. The crowd being
a creature of emotions, and existing by the possession of
a common emotion in its units, it is impossible for those
units to escape this subordination of the soul. Thus all
the citizens of a country are supposed to share alike the
emotion of patriotism. A citizen who in time of war
should assert that he was not patriotic would find himself
in very unpleasant circumstances, if many of his fellow-
citizens heard that utterance. A member of a church is
supposed to hold the church's faith, and to suffer penalties
if he does not. A liberal is held to accept the ideals of the
Liberal party; a member of the Labour party is under
the like or even a more severe compulsion; and so it is,
more or less, with all the crowds to which men and women
belong. Witness the dominion of fashion over so-called
Society people; or the esprit de corps of the army; or
"good form'* in a public school. Evidently there is an
opposition between the individual and the crowd in this

matter of freedom, and he who would retain as much
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